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Ribes sanguineum

The 'FlOwerlng Currant' is a plant which enjoys a far greater
~popularity in Europe than it does here on the West Coast. It
has for long been regarded by gardeners in Western Europe as
one of the worthiest of spring flowering shrubs, and is grown
exten51ve1y in a range of cultivars. The popularlty of this .
shrub is not only attributable to a combination of its early
“season of flowering and bright flower colour, but - also to-itg -
rellablllty for bloomlng each year, the profuseness of flower
‘production, its - hardiness and . 1ts adaptablllty tc a varlety
of 50115 condltlons., ; ; gt

Ribes sangulneum was orlglnally dlscovered in the'Puget Soundd«%'
area by Arch1bald Men21es,‘1n 1793 Eventually !

which will grow to a height and spread of 8 -"10 feet. Theij"*‘ e

colourful racemes of flowers are produced in sprlng,, usually;,
just before, or- just -as,  the leaves emerget'
achieve maximum flower productlon 1t should be. gﬂown Sin g
situation where it can be allowed to establlsh a‘dlmatureo

without the nece551ty for: prunlng, except perhaps,ﬁfor.3anp'

In. order to’,

initial shaping. If prunlng is reqguired in: order to:constralnk,_a°

it to . a partlcular 51ze, then flower productlon1
certain to be curtalled If prunlng does become 5
then 1t

buds before leaf fall

The. spec1es Rlbes sangulneum 1s recognlsed«as con51st1ng“off§ff
“two varieties, i) var.. sangulneum which occurs: from,Lake Co.,

California north to Brltlsh Columbla,;
woodland conditions and ii) var.uglutlnosum w1th a: much more -
11m1ted distribution in the. Coastal Ranges: ofv‘ klfornla from >
~ santa -Barbara Co. north to - Del Norte Co. but. o v -
wider varlety of habltats from: chapparal to Clos,
Forest;however the morphologlcal dlstlnctlons ‘bet 3 | i
are tenuous ~and it is probably best to dlStlthlSh them for_&”
use in cultlvatlon on' the bas1s of thelr provenance. L s

chiefly in moist, mixed S

The varlety glutlnosum is sulted to a varlety of cllmateS- 1nf[,*‘*

California. It . will grow . sat;sfactorlly in an unlrrlgatedj

landscape once establlshed -~ but it w1ll develop 1nto a. much@*rr35“ -




- years ago. near Vlctorla on . Vancouver

fuller shrub with summer 1rr1gat10n. Although recognlsed andj ,
widely admired as a valuable spring flowerlng shrub, ‘little

Oor no selectlon, has been undertaken, desplte the extens1ver'
variation which occurs in the natlve populatlon.; ‘In 1tsvfsy, :
typical  form the drooplng racemes of flowers are plnk in oo
colour, often branched and about four inches long SHF grows

a vegetatlvely ‘propagated selectlon,' which is currently

offered as var. glutinosum and whlch has partlcularly good -

deep rose- coloured flowers. -

‘Claremont" is a cultlvar whlch has been selected and grownu}

by the Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden: for many years.. It

characterised by the enormous, drooping and branchlng racemesgh['
of pink flowers, which can develop to elght or nine 1nches‘1n~v~g_;~
length. The shrub w1ll attaln a helght and spread of sev n.to. .

ten feet.

'Album'  is a. cultlvar whlch has been selected,
~ drooping and branohlng racemes of clear whlte"
pale green- leaves.fIt ‘was’ found and ~H E¢
Oregon and came: into: commerce in Callfor
Olbrich of Western HlllS Nursery.‘,«\

The northern varlety sangulneum - the 'Re

is marglnally less tolerant of: summer drynes ,
benefit by plantlng in an- 1rrlgated or -even pa_
~landscape in Callfornla. The typlcal flower

rose or red

A number of cultlvars of thlS provenance‘o;“Br
are available here on the West Coast —-.the ' mo
“which are ’Pulborough Scarlet' and’ 'Klng Edwar
these have deep red flowers,"P 1borough- Scarle
rank growing form which will. chieve a helgh
ten feet or so, it is spectacular when in full
Edward VII' is slmllar but is dlstlngulshe

habit and smaller size - to. a height’ and sprea
or so, and sllghtly later but equally profuse

'Elk Rlver ‘Red' 1s a selectlon jfrom"the'
with red flowers.l- - ~

The *cultlvar"Whlte Ic1cle'.is>a; ew elec which

released by the UBC Plant Introductlon Scheme:ln;‘anco ver
March 1988, It ~has pure “white flowers -and
foliage ‘on shrub of. compact hablt”;;] v
Island'
cultlvated in the UBC Botanlc Garden for AUy




